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LPS Mission
The Land Preservation Society 
was founded in 1970 “to protect 
natural resources, to preserve 
natural areas and historic sites, 
and provide open space for the 
benefit of the general public; to 
educate the public about the 
wise use of natural resources; 
and to work with other 
organizations having similar 
purposes.” 
We are a registered non-profit 
501(c)3 organization and all 
contributions of money and 
land are tax deductible to the 
extent allowed by law.
We have formally subscribed to 
the Standards and Practices set 
out by the Land Trust Alliance 
to assure that land trusts act 
ethically and abide by the best 
rules of governance.

Officers

Co-presidents: Ann Sears  & 
Kathleen Ebert-Zawasky
Past President: Frances Shirley
Vice President: Daniel Murray
Secretary: Linda Kollett
Treasurer: Jonathan Rowe

LAND PRESERVATION SOCIETY 
OF NORTON

Norton, Massachusetts - www.nortonlandpreservation.org

Native Plant Study Begins
Volunteer to assay native plants & advance LPS land stewardship

After communicating with the land 
trust organizations of five 
southeastern Massachusetts towns, 
we recently learned that the 
Medeiros Family Wildlife Preserve 
has been chosen as the focus of a 
study to be conducted by Steve 
Landry as a community service 
project.
Steve is a participant in the New 
England Wild Flower Society’s 
Certificate program in Native Plant 
Studies. He is working on an 
Advanced Certificate in Field 
Botany.

His assessment and final report will include the following:
•A description of the property’s key ecological habitats;
•Plant lists of the major plant communities;
•Identification of rare plants ,if any;
•A survey of invasive plants;
•Threat assessment; and
•General management recommendations.

Steve’s work comes at just the right time for LPS as the officers 
recently set an ambitious goal of investigating new ways of improving 
stewardship of our valuable properties.

UPCOMING MEETINGS
LPS Board of Directors Meeting
7:30 pm  Thursday, April 19, 2012
Norton Historical Society
Old Schoolhouse on West Main St .

LPS Annual Meeting
 Joint meeting with Norton Historical Society 
Dinner at 6:30 Tuesday, May 22, 2012
Norton Historical Society 
Old Schoolhouse on West Main St . (see p. 4)

Correct date:  
May 15!!!

http://www.nortonlandpreservation.org
http://www.nortonlandpreservation.org
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Web Site Update
If you haven’t looked at the LPS 
website (thanks to Linda Kollett) 
in a while, you’re in for a real treat.  
There is a wealth of information 
and enjoyment at 
www.nortonlandpreservation.org
Click on the Photo Gallery to see 
and identify some of the beautiful 
flora and fauna of Norton and 
beyond. Look at and print out 
several maps that you can use for 
hiking on some of the easily 
accessible LPS lands. 
For your reading pleasure select 
“On the Wild Side”.  There you will 
find about thirty informative and 
enjoyable nature articles (originally 
published in the Norton Mirror) 
written by several of our LPS 
directors on a wide range of 
subjects. And, there’s lots more.
Brand New: We have added a 
DONATE button so you can pay 
dues directly on the web site, 
through a secure PayPal link. You 
don’t have to have a PayPal account to 
use this convenient service. 

Check out 
www.nortonlandpreservation.org  
we think you’ll be pleasantly 
surprised!

Focus on LPS Vernal Pools
We were recently contacted by the 
Natural Heritage and Endangered 
Species program of the MA Fish 
and Wildlife Department. They are 
interested in learning more about 
some of the amphibians that live in 
and around our vernal pools. We 
will share information when the 
study is complete.

Working Lunch

LPS officers recently met to review 
maps of Norton and the locations 
of a few potential land donations. 
North Easton Savings Bank 
provided lunch for us. Patricia 
Polio and Brad Greenstein briefly 
spoke about current rates and bank 
services at their conveniently 
located branches. 

We wish to formally thank our 
friendly local bank for a great 
lunch. We worked for over two 
hours after fueling up!

Introducing: The Reynolds 
Preserve
In mid-2010, a substantial land 
donation was made by Robert and 
Anne (Reynolds) Grogan in memory 
of Anne’s parents Clifford E. and 
Eleanor S. Reynolds. Their gift of 
over twenty acres is called the 
Reynolds Preserve and brings the 
total LPS holdings to 940 acres. 
The land is primarily wetlands 
located behind homes on Burt St. 
and Norton Glen. It is particularly 
valuable because it abuts 
conservation land - multiplying its 
value as a home to many plants and 
animals that need exactly that type 
of habitat!  We are very grateful to 
the Grogans for helping to keep a 
part of Norton forever wild.

How to Donate Land

Our policy is very simple:

LPS will accept open and 
uncontaminated land. Structures and 
contaminated land may not be 
compatible with our goals.

Donations are tax-deductible at 
the full assessment of the land at the 
time of the donation, as allowed by 
law.

LPS will pay the expenses 
associated with drawing up a new 
deed. We may request a copy of  the 
current deed to expedite that 
process.

If the donation is significant, the 
donor may have the option of 
naming the property. Examples of 
LPS land with donor names include 
the L. A. Foster Wildlife Refuge, The 
Medeiros Family Wildlife Preserves, 
and The Johnson Woods.

Keep Norton Beautiful

The Norton Community Task Force is organizing a town-wide cleanup. 
The primary areas of focus include:

•litter prevention and cleanup, and
•beautification and community greening.

! ! ! Join in on May 5, 2012, at the VFW 
! ! ! 9 am - 11 am (rain or shine)
! ! ! For more information and to pre-register , see 
! ! ! the website:   www.keepnortonbeautiful.com/

http://www.nortonlandpreservation.org
http://www.nortonlandpreservation.org
http://www.nortonlandpreservation.org
http://www.nortonlandpreservation.org
http://www.keepnortonbeautiful.com
http://www.keepnortonbeautiful.com
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LPS is a registered 501(c)(3) exempt non-profit organization so your dues and other donations are tax 
deductible to the extent allowed by law.  If you are able, please consider making an additional donation 
to help support the mission of LPS. 

You may use the form below and even if you already have a life membership please fill out the form and 
return it so that we can update our records.  Also, please consider receiving our newsletters via email to 
help reduce printing and mailing costs.

Note: We now accept dues payments and donations via PayPal, at our web site 
www.nortonlandpreservation.org. If you decide to use that payment method, we would appreciate your 
filling out the form below and mailing it to us so that we may update our records and learn if you want 
to receive our newsletter by email in the future.

= = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = 
Name:  ________________________________________________________________

Address: ________________________________________________________________

Phone Number: _________________Email Address: _____________________________

Please check any of the following selections:

Individual $5 Supporting $25

Family $10 Life $100

DUES NEWS
LPS continues to not only survive but thrive thanks to the generosity of you, its members. We would not 
be able to continue to preserve our land and also make it available for the enjoyment of everyone 
without your yearly financial assistance.

LPS is a volunteer organization with no payroll but we do have expenses for such things as land 
maintenance, deed registration, surveying, state fees, and insurance. We need your support to keep LPS 
alive and well.

Unless you have paid for a life membership in the past, now is the time to send in your yearly dues for 
2012.  Our dues schedule is:

  Individual     $5   Life  $100

  Family          $10  I’m already a Life Member

  Supporting    $25  Donation - Amount:   $______

  IMPORTANT:   I prefer to receive the newsletter by email: ___Yes     ___No

Please return this form with your check payable to: Land Preservation Society of Norton (or just LPS) 
and mail to:            Land Preservation Society of Norton

  PO Box 204 
  Norton, MA  02766

http://www.nortonlandpreservation.org
http://www.nortonlandpreservation.org
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Owen Galvin completed the requirements for Eagle 
Scout in March. As a member of Troop 95 led by Lynn-
Marie Dubeau, he organized the public service project 
and led other scouts to help complete it. The project 
involved adding new markers to the blue and orange trails  
in the Woodward Forest off Gateway Lane. In addition, 
he researched some of the features of the various 
ecosystems and highlighted “points of interest” for those 
who visit this wonderful natural area.

With assistance from LPS Vice President, Dan 
Murray, he also made laminated copies of a map of the 
woods with descriptive information about important 
things to see along the trails.

Owen raised half of the funds needed for the project 
and LPS provided the rest. As Dan Murray summed it up: 
“This project was well done and we should publicly 
acknowledge that.”  

Congratulations, Owen! We appreciate your helping 
to make the trails clearer to follow and a better 
educational experience for all who visit!

EAGLE SCOUT OWEN GALVIN 
IMPROVES TRAILS IN WOODWARD 
FOREST

Eagle Scout, Owen Galvin, with Benjamin 
Dubeau, Keighley Su$ivan-Silva, Aaron Zurblis, 
and Indiana Parent-Wetmore shown here recently 
working on the new trial markers in the Woodward 
Forest. 

The Tricentennial Park

Spring planning has begun. A water feature and a 
sundial will be installed in the park this summer. 
Before that, we will be adding more native plants 
and freshening up the walkways and the mulch. 
Volunteers are most welcome. 

In addition:  the Spring Brick Campaign will soon 
be launched. If you would like to have a 
personalized brick installed this summer, order one 
by the end of April. 

Brick order forms are available at Haskin’s 
Pharmacy. 4x4 inch bricks are $50 and 8x4 inch 
bricks are $100. 

Contact Kathy Zawasky if you are interested in 
volunteering at the park or would like a brick order 
form emailed directly to you. She can be reached 
at  zawasky@comcast.net.

LPS Annual Meeting

As has been our custom, we will be meeting 
jointly with the Norton Historical Society for 
our annual meeting on Tuesday, May 22. 
(Correction: MAY 15.)

A traditional ham supper will be available at 
6:30 pm. Brief business meetings will be held 
immediately after. 

Following the meal, Kathy Ebert-Zawasky will 
do a presentation on the native plants chosen 
for the Tricentennial Park.  Kathy led the 
committee that developed the park as a lasting 
memorial to the town of Norton’s 300th 
birthday.  The park is a Certified Wildlife 
Habitat (National Wildlife Federation) and will 
demonstrate to visitors how attractive and 
reasonable it is to use native plants in home 
gardens.
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